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ABSTRACT 


As we know that, the study of Vedas and understanding its meaning is a vast and complex process. Basically, the main reason for 
this complexity is the deviation of understanding the meaning of the ancient language. This is why Wiseman gives instructions to 
study of the Vedas along with the six Vedangas and Purans. There is no denying that as a result of this indication, the study of Vedas 
has been restricted to one area. In modern times, the poetic forms of various Suktam of the Vedas, Social Consciousness, Spiritual 
Consciousness, World Consciousness, and Environmental Awareness became the focus of discussion. Today, in the world there are 
many countries always active in protecting the balance of the environment. Although there was hardly any environmental thought 
during the Vedic period. Then people were not aware of the environment? In the answer of such question, it can be said that the 
people of Vedic period did not do anything to pollute the environment. It is also said that they did not think about the environment 
separately, accepted the environment as a part of their life. As a result, there is no question of environmental pollution. In this 
regard, it is not right to say that in the Vedic period, people were vigilant about environmental awareness, because they used to live 
and earn their living in the natural environment and they unconsciously valued and always protected the environment. In the Vedic 
literature such environmental suktams are, Bristisuktam, Nadisuktam, Vaksuktam and one of the main suktam is Prithivisuktam 


or Bhumisuktam. 


INTRODUCTION 

The Prithivisuktam described in the twelfth section of the 
Atharvaveda has achieved considerable importance in modern 
times, because of its environmental awareness. The science 
and technology of the modern age has free human life various 
deadly diseases on the other hand made life enjoyable in every 
aspect. Underneath this human welfare of science lies its curse 
of various forms of pollution. Environmental pollution is one 
of them. As a result, human have distanced themselves from 
the earth’s soil, water, air, plants and animal, the reservoir 
of biodiversity. It can be said in one sentence that this 
environmental pollution is the result of industrial revolution. 
Due to this pollution, the living world is in crisis of existence 
today. According to Rabindranath- “aT3 Pet WT Wat 73 A 
asT4’, (Give us back the sylvan past, take away today’s cities). 
So present days scientists have laid special importance on 
protecting the environment. Now various programs observed 
in the society to attract people’s attention on environmental 
consciousness. 


Discussion 

The topic of discussion here is environmental consciousness 
according to Prithivisuktam or Bhumisuktam in Atharvaveda. 
In the first mantra the sage spoke about the world- 


“ael gesaqa den aut wa wer: uted? emefer 
UM at aes ueye cle yredt a: porg’ i 12/1/1 


It means great truth, formidable right, consecration, penance, 
highest knowledge, sacrifice behold this earth. Let her for us 
mistress of that is and what is to be, let the earth make for us 


wide space. Here the sage mentions some basic features by 
worshiping the earth. Those are, great truth, formidable right, 
consecration, penance, highest knowledge, sacrifice — this basic 
elements behold the earth. The sage describes human action in 
a metaphorical form by describing these elements and these 
human actions provide stability to the earth. The sage’s respect 
for the earth has mentioned in various mantras. The topography 
of the earth is different, some are elevated mountains and some 
are plains. By plowing this land, people make the earth fertile. 
Humans are able to hold life. The earth bears the herbs of 
various virtues and life-giving medicines- ‘arat dtaf aiteeftat 
faera yferdt a: wert west a:’) 12/1/2. Apart from these, water 
is the main component for sustaining life. Without this element, 
agriculture and impossible to survive of every single being. So 
the sage prays to the earth for first drinking water- ‘ar at ayfa: 


qdtet eeng?) 12/1/3 


An ecosystem is a significant process within the environment. It 
is a geographic area where plants, animals, and other organisms, 
as well as weather and landscape, work together to form a 
bubble of life. Ecosystems contain biotic or living, parts, as 
well as abiotic factors or nonliving parts. Biotic factors include 
plants, animals, and other organisms. The sage has mentioned 
indirectly about this ecosystem in various mantras- 


“Ragas: wie: yer weet pew: Asad: | 
ar fafa ager ureoen at afar afereret eemg” ii 12/1/4 


The sage said that not only human beings but also all living 
beings who have live and motion, deriver their life by cultivating 
the land that surrounds the earth. Here he has pointed out the 
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words of all living beings. Particularly the sage prayed to the 
earth to protect the living world by providing food and cattle. 


The sage of the Bhumisuktam special emphasis on stay together 
on the earth. In this world, not only the present population 
but also our ancestors once spent their lives in happiness and 
sorrows. The sage has spoken of the struggle of good and evil 
forces in a metaphorical form as the struggle of the gods and the 
demons. It is said in Mahabharata about good and evil- ‘aat era: 
adt aa’ | This eternal words have kept Indian civilization alive 
for ages. However, this earth is not just a human-shaped earth, 
but also cattle, birds, wild animal, aquatic animals etc. lives 
there together. They are also equal partakers of this earth. One 
of the assets of this poem is to show the intimacy of man with 
nature. Frequently looking at this nature the poet points out the 
importance of co-location. 


The midwife form of the earth beautifully mentioned by 
the poet in Bhumisuktam. This earth is a quarry of natural 
resources. The earth is full of all the natural resources of rivers, 
seas, forests, and the gold, oil, coal, minerals that exist beneath 
it. This is why the poet calls the earth ‘fézvaaam’1 The poet said 
that fasdarr agence ufeser fezveraen orrdt fercenef’ 1 12/1/6. The 
earth holds the fire as a Terrance of civilized society. Hence, the 
sage referred to the earth as a firehouse ‘aiféaarar’| The earth 
which is a reservoir of great wealth and great power, the gods 
sleeplessly protect this earth- “at wera fasaceft tar arfet 
uferftaratreaq’ | 12/1/7. The poet has depicted the perfect balance 
of clouds, rain, sun, light and darkness in this habitable earth. 
These are not illusions but embellished representations of truth. 
The poet has only uttered the words of the ancestors wich is 
mention in RegVeda between1/90/6 to 1/90/8 mantras- 


“ag ar wdrad ag erfed freer: 1 aredtet: weceroref: 1 
AY aa waTId ay arefect Rreera:1 arediet: wecatoeft:”1 1/90/6 


It means -The winds bring sweet (rewards) to the sacrificer, the 
rivers bring sweet (waters), may the herbs yield sweetness to 
us. 


“ay agave agaanfed wr) ag adkeg a: fraris 
ay ange agacnfed wir! ag deg a: frais 1/90/7 


The sage refers -may night and morning be sweet; may the 
region of the earth be full of sweetness; may the protecting 
heaven be sweet to us. 


“agate dereuagar sq yes) Aledtoral atded a1 
agate areata seq Ue: arediotay atacg a:”11 1/90/8 


The sage said that, May Vanaspati be possessed of sweetness 
towards us; may the sun be imbued with sweetness; may the 
cattle be sweet to us. We all want to be enlightened by the 
bright midwife of this earth. 


Cosmology is described in the Bhumisuktam. It is mention in 
Nasadiyasuktam of Regveda- 
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“aeriet werier arise a ater wt aq 
fearata: Be HEI gtatoorser: fepareiqoreet oraftzeq” 1 10/129/1 


The sage mentioned, Then even non-existence was not there, 
nor existence, There was no air then, nor the space beyond 
it. What covered it? Where was it? In whose keeping? Was 
there then cosmic fluid, in depths unfathomed? Cosmology 
is shrouded in mystery. Scientists in modern times are always 
active in solving this mystery. In this perspective the sage said 
in Bhumisuktam- 


“antastt ufecaa sig at arenferedazestefiter: | 
Te Ba Wa Asay calendar yee: | 
ar at afatcaty act ug cergaaay” 1 12/1/8 


It means the earth who, in the beginning was water on (in) the 
ocean, on whom the intelligent (persons) moved after with 
maya (magic), the earth whose immortal heart covered with 
truth exists in the highest firmament- let that earth assign us 
brilliance, strength and in the best royalty. Same words also 
seen in Vaksuktam- ‘aa aifereded: wae’! Rgveda 10/125/7. 
For thousands of years in this green earth has been flowing 
with joy- aeaara: uRae: wanekert samané erfea’s 12/1/9. 
The earth is always protecting living beings as a mother. 
Humans produce food and medicine by cultivating the earth’s 
soil. This earth continues to protect all living beings with her 
sprinkle splendor- ‘ar at ayfeafere uel geteet satq aden’ | 
12/1/9 


Today, we have been taking multiple initiatives to save the 
earth, inspired by environmental consciousness. Science 
ancient times the ancient sage has been said to protect the earth. 
It is said in 1/12/10 mantra that Asvins measures the earth and 
built it- ‘atafsaerafeararey | Here the sage metaphorically refers 
to the working people. We know that skilled people have been 
building this earth multiples way science ancient times so far. 
The sage has been declared the victory of this working people. 
Due to the result of action of these working people, we get 
meny benifits of natural resources from the earth. The sage said 
in 12/1/10 mantra- ‘ar a afefe goat art Yara A vee’ 


The sage in Bhumisukta describes the endless beauty of the 
natural environment. The surface of the earth is not equal 
everywhere, it is high in some places and flat in some places, 
some places are full of green crops, somewhere is flowing clear 
streams. There are many mountains in this earth, there are 
snow-covered mountains, the sage mentioned about forest and 
he also prayed that the forest should be pleasant- feraed udat 
feaaetiowes a ufefa zateraed’! 12/1/11. Such Vedic mantra is 
the root of the idea of sanctuary that we see in the modern age. 
The poet seen the world different colours. The sage presented 
himself as a nature-loving poet in Bhumisukta. He mention the 
different colors of the earth. The earth is sometimes brown, 
purple or red- ‘aaj pot fer frsasot gat afer yferdiferexoycray’ | 
12/1/11. It is needless to say that the poet is fascinated by the 
natural environment created in the spring. It is our duty to 
protect the entire environment and the earth. Earth’s existence 
depends on the balance of the environment. That is why this 
world has been protected by the Gods since ancient times- 
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‘Heledtes zercmared’ | 12/1/18. 


We have seen adjacent relationship of man with nature in 
Prithivisuktam. The sage said- “arat ajfet: gat aré fee! 
uster: frat aw 3 a: feud”! 12/1/12. Here the sage mention the 
earth as mother and refer himself the the child of the earth. The 
sweetest relationship in the wrold is the relationship between 
mother and child. The right of that relationship, the sage pray 
close refuge with earth. The sage of Regveda Atri mention this 
mother-son relationship in the 5/42/16 mantras- ‘at at arat 
uferd’ | Because of this Parjannya Dev is our father, for the sake 
of food. The Parjannya Dev makes earth full of green grain 
through providing rains. The sage refers him as a father. This 
mantra amazes us with the intimate relationship of man with 
nature. 


CONCLUSION 

A poet conscious about the earth of good and evil, ultimately 
therefore seeing all that is sweet in the world, rejoices in it- “ag 
afer ayaa aafet alee aq defer ar”! 12/1/58. These true poets 
of nature ancient Atharva or, Rabindranath, Bibhutibhushan, 
Jeebananda, Wordsworth of the West, Keats, they revered every 
form of nature so heard the words of her soul ringing in their 
hearts—so they were transcendent truth-seekers. Impressed by 
the affection of love, these poets say — ‘area freavsenft wide 
ur uceraa’! The entire Prithivishuktam is therefore a poem of 
nature-human self-bonding. A poem looking back at nature, a 
poem of reverence in contrast to advanced creation - a poem of 
creation. This immortal poem, twinned in the coexistence of 


environment and aesthetics, there fore it is even today- ‘a Har 
at ofelfcr’ | 
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